Photogallery Fig. 1 Marginal budding of Ricordea yuma in aquaria. A) A mature individual with a developing polyp, generated by marginal buddings, still attached to the parent. B) Days later the new polyp is fully detached, has increased in size and developed more tentacles. C) A large R. yuma individual that had been maintained in the dark, with two new marginal buds disk, detach from the mother poly, has so far only been described in the Red Sea corallimorpharian, Rhodactis rhodostoma, although Chadwick-Furman and Spiegel (2000) speculated that it may occur in other common corallimorpharians.
In December, 2012, marginal budding was observed for four Ricordea yuma specimens in a wide range of sizes (3.7-9.0 cm diameter) of a total of 17 individuals that had been collected from the Great Barrier Reef (18°25′35.20″S, 146°41′10.91″E) and maintained in aquaria for 20-28 days under ambient conditions (Fig. 1A) . Within 20 days, the scarred area around the new bud had healed, and the mouth and tentacles of the budded individual were fully developed (Fig. 1B) . Marginal budding was also observed in 2 of 3 R. yuma polyps that had been maintained in darkness for 49 days (Fig. 1C) . These observations of marginal budding in a common Indo-Pacific corallimorpharian confirm that this reproductive strategy is not restricted to the Red Sea species, and suggest that it may occur more generally.
